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2023 

Jesus is the Reason for the Season 
 

The Proliferation of Poopy Plastic Packages 
Well – here goes nothin’ 

I’ve been going on walks lately  
with my trusty dog Coco,  
primarily through the bush  
of Daisy Hill Koala Park.   
It’s a beautiful place, with a  
criss-cross of tracks and trails to  
explore along creeks and amongst nature’s 
beautiful & prolific flora & fauna, (highlight: saw a 
koala with a baby on it’s back a month or so ago) 

Anyways…. I’ve been flabbergasted at the 
proliferation of poopy plastic packages plastered 
around the place.  Seemingly conscientious dog 
owners pick up their dog’s poop lovingly into 
plastic bags then fling it not so lovingly into the 
bush.  I’ve seen some ridiculous travesties of 
decorations throughout the parkland, with plastic 
packages of poop stuffed into tree hollows, half 
stashed under logs, hanging from trees, fences, 
bushes, carefully deposited along pathways, or 
placed neatly at the base of trees.  I’ve taken to 
taking photos.  Bizarre isn’t it? A. that people are 
doing this B. that I’m taking photos of bizarrely 
placed poop packages, (not placing them myself) 
(at least I’m not asking anyone to jump). 

cases is not bio-degradable in normal conditions) 
to pick up their dog poop (a biodegradable 
product) to appease some sort of mis-directed 
sense of “I’m now alright mate” and then chuck it 
where it won’t be biodegradable anyway.  There’s 
been 1 black package of poop hanging on the 
Buddhist temple fence now for at least 4
yrs!    Why??? 
Unless the poop is going into waterways, there 
would be nothing wrong with burying it 6 inches 
down so it’s out of harms’ way and is dealt with 
appropriately, but instead, so many of us choose to 
cover up the nasties we’re responsible for with a 
thin veneer of respectability then, instead of 
getting rid of it properly, making sure it’s disposed 
of appropriately, (never to see the light of day 
again), we leave it where it can be seen as a 
trophy of how much of an idiot we are. 
I reckon this is sometimes like our lives.  We sin, we 
muck up, we stuff up.  We’re responsible for it, but 
instead of not only owning up to it, then dying to it 
and handing it over to Jesus – who has the ability 
to deal with it appropriately, (and transform our 
hearts), we pretend we’re ok.  We go half way.   
(I see this in the men from the houses 
sometimes).  We partially do what we know we 
should do “God, I don’t’ want you to see the mess 
I’ve made,” we attempt to clean it ourselves, but it 
doesn’t work.  We settle for platitudes and 
pretence.  We appropriate a thin veneer of 
righteousness over our junk, but don’t actually 
hand the junk over to Christ to fix. Sometimes we   

 go to Church, do outwardly good stuff – but 
 we’re in danger of being “whitewashed   

tombs”  God knows the difference, (and deep 
down inside, so do we) when we are dead on the 
inside, but seemingly hygienic on the outside, with 
a nice plastic toxic mask, but nothing dealt with at 
all in our lives or hearts. 
To top it off, as we fling our muck around in 
respectable bags of pretence, we affect the people 
and environment around us, causing an increase of 
dog sXXX, (undealt with sin) to multiply, this 
influences others, making our condition the norm, 
we don’t realise the impact undealt with sin has on 
our lives, or theirs.  Then there’s people like me- 
conscientious objectors saying – “who flung that 
dung”? – noticing those around me flinging dog 
sXXX in little packages – thinking how idiotic they 
all are, but not taking responsibility for the rubbish 
I myself cause.  I can justify leaving my dog doo to 
sit by the path unhindered, because at least it’s not 
in some silly veneer of non-biodegradable plastic, 
(but it’s gross all the same).   
The truth of the matter is that there is 1 way to deal 
with our junk/sin effectively and get rid of it 
completely… that’s by allowing Christ to make the 
changes deep inside us that only He can make in 
our lives.  Only He can really clean us.  None of us 
can afford to do it our way.  Our way doesn’t 
count, our way sucks.  His way is what matters and 
what works.  He has a way of recycling all of our 
stupidity and turning it into true trophies of grace, 
not trophies of stupidity, if only we will let Him.  
Anyways, it’s best if we surrender to his cleansing 
power in our lives, don’t run away, he has set in 
motion the plan to purify all who come to Him! 
God bless you!  Sorry for  my prolific poopy  
ponderings…… Branwen 

Many years ago, God gave me a vision of a 
property on acreage which could support and 
encourage and become a home for up to 60 men 
as they are rehabilitated from drug and alcohol 
addictions, and focus their lives  
on Jesus instead.  The vision 
has been in the back 
 of my head ever since... 
Is there an architect out  
there who could do  
professional drawings? 

I get upset – at the 
ironic stupidity of so 
many  people who 
think they’re doing a 
good thing by using 
bio-degradable 
plastic, (which in most 

“Every branch that bears fruit He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful…” (John 15:2)  Ouch. 
 

The Word pruning doesn’t conjure up nice, peaceful images, especially if you are the one being pruned.  
It involves being damaged and experiencing hurt – sounds not good, but, God has a plan even through 
this process, that of producing more fruitfulness. 

Steve Hemers has been at Fishers of Men now since Dec 2015, he came to us as a scrawny drug
producer & dealer who had come to the end of himself.  With a hungry heart, Steve soaked up the 
Word of God and changed.  He not only hasn’t touched drugs for many years, but in His freedom he’s 
self sacrificially helped many others experience some sense of stability and freedom, (for some – only a 
temporary pause of the madness – but relief nonetheless).  Steve has faithfully served – he has gotten 
his truck licence, his first aid certificate, his mental health 1st aid cert, his assist clients with medication
training, he has completed, “Growing Deep and Strong”, “Valiant Man”, attended a couple of audit 
classes at Bible college, and just completely turned his life around.   

Steve has become a little brother to all the leaders, and a big brother to all the men, serving Jesus as 
he’s lent a helping hand to those in need. We are sad to say that our awesome Steve is going on to his 
next adventure – good for him, (he’s going to be marrying the mother of his daughter) and moving to 
be with them, sad for us, as Steve has become someone vitally connected at FOM.  Hence the pain and 
reality of the PRUNING word.  God knows what He’s doing, and we wish Steve all the very best in his 
future endeavours.  No matter where he is, he will always be part of Fishers of Men.  

With the pruning comes the promise of expected fruitfulness.  We look forward to seeing what God will 
do.  Our current plan in the process of being worked out is having Kerry and John Martin as the live in-
house leaders at 9, with Tracey continuing in her vital drop in house leader role with John Powell, and
Luke Wilson potentially dropping in more often.   





“To God be the Glory, great things He has done” 

Additionally, we are pleased to announce a 
new member of the house leadership team: 
Ps Danny Pelasio. Ps Danny will also be 
coming in to the house and leading through 
the day.  We look forward to seeing what 
God will do.  Pray for us all as we transition! 

Eph 2:4 “But God… love us so much, that even though we 

were dead because of our sins, He gave us life when He 

raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by Gods; grace you 

have been saved)” 

http://www.fishersofmen.org.au/
mailto:contact@fishersofmen.org.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Run - Ashleigh 

On the first Sunday of the month we have 
continued to bus the homeless in for a 
meeting at Underwood Park Community Hall. 
With everyone welcome, there is a free hot 
meal, desert, tea/coffee etc, plus food parcels, 
clothes, bread, fruit & veg etc to take away. 
Lately there have been free haircuts on offer. 
We have been blessed by Jason & Glenda 
Hare’s excellent musicianship, as well as a 
variety of guest ministries. Each time we meet, 
God show up. Our last meeting had a decided 
Christmas theme, with a nativity / drama & it 
was the 1st meeting held at the Gracehouse 
venue on Paradise Rd.  
“When you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
the maimed. The lame, the blind. And you will 
be blessed, because they cannot repay you; 
for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of 
the just”. [Luke 14:13-14] 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY  NIGHT  FELLOWSHIP 

MEETINGS 
 

A month later, he took the brave step of joining 
the program and has recently been baptised. 
 

In 2022, we encountered Alannah. Through 
consistent friendship and the love of Christ, our 
team has been given a great opportunity to share 
the love of God. Zoie, in a poignant moment, took 
an opportunity to read 1 Corinthians 13 with 
Alannah and discuss what real love looks like. 
 

Leslie, seeking refuge and sobriety, approached 
Steve for prayer. She was three days into her 
sobriety journey, and she was in search of a place 
to live. Steve prayed for God to get her a home. 
Miraculously, a few weeks later, she excitedly 
informed our team that God had provided her 
with a place to call home. 
 

Week after week, our faithful team members 
embody the love of God, creating a ripple effect 
of transformation in the lives of the individuals we 
serve. These stories are a testament to the 
incredible impact that compassion, prayer, and 
the love of Christ can have on the most vulnerable 
in our community. We are always looking for 
more volunteers to join the team and serve some 
of the most vulnerable people in our city. If you 
would like to join a team that ministers to the 
homeless, please email me at 
ash@fishersofmen.org.au.  
 

 

I am thrilled to share the incredible success stories 
that have unfolded through our food van ministry 
in 2023. Twice a week, our dedicated team 
ventures into the heart of the city armed with 
compassion and provisions. With a minimum of 
180 hot meals, an array of fresh fruits, crates of 
bread, and clothing, among other essentials, we 
reach various locations throughout the city. 
 

One of our regular stops is at Emma Millar Place 
on Roma Street, a park where we extend a 
helping hand to up to 100 rough sleepers each 
week. Additionally, we visit boarding houses, 
hotels serving as crisis accommodation, and 
prominent city spots such as Brunswick Mall in 
Fortitude Valley, King George Square, and Queen 
Street Mall in the city centre. Our exceptional 
volunteers not only provide physical nourishment 
but  also seize opportunities to share the Gospel, 
offer prayer, and demonstrate the love of Christ. 
 

The impact of our ministry is profound, and the 
transformative power of God is evident in the 
lives of those we serve. Take Justin, for example, 
a man on the NDIS program aspiring to secure a 
cleaning job in one of the city's hospitals. Our 
team prayed fervently for him before his job 
interview, and a few weeks later, he joyfully 
reported that God had supplied his need. 
 

Numerous individuals struggling with addiction 
have found solace in our ministry. Zoie 
encountered Cameron during a city walk, learned 
of his desire to break free from addiction, and 
introduced him to the FOM program.  
 



 

Yep, we even rope the house guys into acting in a Nativity 
Play. Goran wearing blue; James Renfrew wearing caramel, 
and Steve Hemers in a fetching striped, red gown.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ash@fishersofmen.org.au


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m Cameron, I’m 44 years old. 

My father, who has now passed 

away, beat me and I lived in a 

very broken home. At the age of 

14 I started using marijuana, by 

the time I was 16-17 years old, I 

started dabbling in heroin. 
 

I was then in and out of foster homes most of 

my teenage life and spent some time living on 

the streets in Sydney. At 18 years, I started 

nightclubbing, thinking that drugs and alcohol 

would give me a better time and take me 

away from the trauma of my childhood. It 

seemed to fix my problems, but it was the 

start of my addiction. 

I had an acquired brain injury by being 

assaulted at a football game in 2013. I then 

became homeless.  
 

WHAT BROUGHT ME TO FISHERS OF MEN? 
 

Prior to my coming into the first stage 

discipleship house, I was on the street and 

begging for money. I met Zoie and Ashleigh 

(two of the FOM City Run Street Van Team 

members) outreaching to the homeless. They  

gave me a meal but I was highly under the 

influence of drugs at the time. 

They said to me, “would you like to change 

your life?” I said “yes” and got the Fishers of 

Men phone number. 
 

I stayed in my drugs for a fortnight afterwards 

and one day decided I’d had enough. I was 

going to use the last of my money in the bank 

to score drugs then I decided to ring Bobby. 

Bobby asked, “when can you come in for an 

interview?” When I came for the interview, I 

was very emotionally broken, still coming 

down off a lot of drugs.  
 

My life was a mess. I wasn’t walking with 

God. Bobby offered to take me back to my 

then residence to pick up my clothes and 

brought me back to his house. He offered me 

an opportunity to start with Fishers of Men.  
 

The first week in the first stage program, I 

gave my heart to Jesus at a local church and 

I’m going really well. I’m walking with God, 

reading the Bible and now helping feeding the 

homeless. 

 

 

 

 

The Springwood Lions Club! What a good 
bunch! So glad there are community minded 
organisations out there that genuinely want to 
help others. They gave fishers of Men a 

donation of $1000! Thank you, it goes a long 
way! 

Hey Team!  (And by team,  
I mean the body of Christ). 

Unfortunately we are 
seeing a huge increase in 
homelessness.  Our meals, 
food parcels and supplies 

are so in demand, but 
seriously, people need 

Jesus.  They need to know 
that He loves and cares for 

them, that He will help 
them in their time of 

need.  Please come help! 
Every Weds and Sunday 
night, our awesome teams 
are out sharing the gospel 
and giving the message of 
hope to those they come in 
contact with.   

If you are thinking of 
getting involved in any 

way, please do!  Contact 
the office of Fishers of 

Men, download the 
volunteer application form 

from our website, come 
along and see the great 

need, and get your hands 
dirty!  We provide training 

and support.   
It may just help you and 

them!  Remember 
someone once said:  
"You did it unto Me!"  

 

Thank you Sunnybank Lions 
Club for the practical assistance 
and Certificate of Appreciation 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer Appreciation at Logan 
Entertainment Centre 

 
 
 
 

⧫ The Dept. of Environment & Science for a  
    grant of  200 k for a Food truck soon to be  
    delivered & two part-time wages. 
⧫ Barnabus – Arex Lam 
⧫ Paul Taylor – Betta Memorials. 
⧫ Rochedale Baptist – car wash location  
    and financial support. 
⧫ Anne St. Presbyterian – 200 meals a   
    Month + volunteers. 
⧫ New Hope – 200 meals + volunteers  
⧫ Rotary Club of Springwood. 
⧫ George Stubbs and Ps. Ross  
⧫ Hayley & the Koorong Springwood   
    Bookstore for provision of space and  
    resources. 
⧫ Gracehouse – for giving us space for our  
    homeless meeting. 
⧫ MFI – your encouragement and backing. 
⧫ Chinese Methodist Church – canned goods. 
⧫ Steve Daisy Hill Fruit Shop – a blessing. 
⧫ Share the Dignity ⧫ AARC ⧫ Foodbank;  
⧫ Second Bite; ⧫ Coles Rochedale; ⧫ LECNA;  
⧫ The Churches of Logan. 
⧫ Julie & Orange, Kingdom Hope  
⧫ Logan City Council – Thank you Logan City 
Council for the grant of $5000 towards fuel 
costs for the furniture ministry. 
 
There are a lot of people & organisations 
who make this work. We are grateful for 
you all & wish you life’s richest blessings in 
Christ. What you do & have done touches 
countless lives for the better & makes a huge 
difference in the lives of many dis-
advantaged & vulnerable who are doing it 
tough. Thank you for helping us help them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

I feel a comfort in my life at the moment and 

am still only early in recovery, but I’ve had 

nothing but support from Fishers of Men since 

I’ve been here. Settling in to the program, 

however hard it was to begin with, it has 

saved my life. I had schizophrenia. If I didn’t 

find Fishers of Men or come into the program, 

I’d probably be on the street dead, or very 

unwell. 

WHERE DO I SEE MYSELF IN 2-3 YEARS?       

I’d like to get involved in a ministry. I’d like to 

be able to speak to other people about 

addictions. I’m in no rush to leave the 

program. I don’t care if it takes 12 months in 

stage one. I’ll be happy to get to stage 2, that 

would be the first goal, but I’m definitely in no 

rush to speed up the recovery, because I’m 

eating well and re-united with my mum.  
 

When I was in addiction, I pushed my Christian 

mother away. Because she followed God & I 

was very anti God. Knowing all the time there 

was really a good life involved in Christianity, 

but I chose to take the path of living in the 

world thinking it could give me what I 

desperately wanted but ended up destroying 

me. 
 

I’m a lot happier and I’m working on myself, 

planning  on handing everything to God, 

trusting Him to provide for me because He has 

been since I’ve been in recovery at Fishers of 

Men. 

I did try to do it on my own when I first come 

into the house, relying on money that I saved, 

but now I know it’s time to hand it all to God. 

What I’d dearly love to do if there were no 

objects in the way… I’d like to go into 

Christian ministry. If God calls me to do that, 

I’d really like to do that – speaking to people 

who have addictions and have had broken 

homes. 

 

 

 

 

Come Volunteer for your donations 

1 Cor 15:58 … “So, my dear brothers & sister, be strong & 

immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the LORD, for 

you know that nothing you do for the LORD is ever useless.” 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOGAN RUN    
 

From a growing need for individual mentors to 
walk alongside the men in the houses, this year 
the mentoring / discipleship program was 
developed.  Matt Thorne was asked by Bobby 
and Branwen to help set up and co-ordinate this 
new program and it kicked off in late April.  We 
currently have 16 mentors who are all mature 
Christian men.  They all share a love for Christ, this 
ministry and disciplining younger Christians.   
Each mentor has one mentee that they have 
regular contact with.  This involves phone calls, 
bible studies, coffee catch ups, walks, attending 
Church together, meals together and many other 
activities.  The program has not only benefitted 
the Fishers of Men residents to have Godly 
influences and role models outside the houses,  
the mentors have also enjoyed the challenge  
and have been hugely blessed. 

Blessings, Matt Thorne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Homeless Connect is a one-day event, 
organised by Brisbane City Council. It 
provides free services to people experiencing 
homelessness, or those at risk of homelessness. 
Tracey and Luci attended this event for Fishers 
of Men, running a stall promoting what we do.  
 

They connected with various service 
providers and swapped details to help connect 
people with the help they need. They met with 
many people experiencing homelessness as 
well as connecting back with some wonderful 
people that Fishers of Men had lost touch 
with. Fishers of Men gave non-perishable food 
items and toiletries to those in need & we 
listened to stories of despair and pain and 
shared stories of the hope of Jesus and how a 
life can be transformed by him.~ Luci Vandenbos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       by Tracey Hodge 
The Logan run this year has 

expanded in so many ways , we 
have changed the run from 
dropping into 

houses/apartments to meeting 
the ever - increasing needs of 

the homeless in parks.   How 
we were doing the run in the 
past became impossible with 

the increase  of needs adding 
way too many stops for our 

little legs to fulfil. We saw an 
expansion of the Logan team 
occur and the heart and 

capacity of these guys was like 
bringing in the Avengers !!   (I 

shot gun to be black widow) 
Eagleby has grown from around 
6 cars to sometimes 50-60 

people living in cars at the 
wetlands, All with their stories . 

Some are permanent, others 
are transient but often return. 
They have become our 

community , our people - We 
have picked up another area 

under a bridge where the 
displaced and homeless souls 

are settling . One area is named 
tent city because it is exactly 
that - tent city!  

So, with this increase of 
homelessness brings more than 

giving out food- we are also 
meeting their needs with 
blankets, small items, clothes 

and shoes and wrapping them 
in prayer.  

We have had so many beautiful 
God moments with prayer and 
ministry.  One in particular  that 

we celebrate is seeing a guy 
come off the streets into the 

ministry, become a spirit filled 
believer and continuing on in 
his journey. Every week is a 

blessing and gives us new 
stories to celebrate what God is 

doing with the lost and 
destitute.  
Proverbs 19:17 Whoever is 

generous to the poor lends to 
the Lord, and he will repay him 

for his deed.  
 
 

NEW MENTORING PROGRAM 

 



 

 

FOOD PARCELS 
To give you an idea, 
just this week in one 
day we had 4 families 
needing food come to 
the door. 
One was a pregnant 
mum from Ukraine 
whose house was 
blown up; another 
needing food was a 
mum with 8 kids; then 
there was a family with 
4 kids, and a couple 
down on their luck. We 
loaded them up with 
food, (especially the 
mums!). 

 

 

 

CAMPER VAN 
A couple of weeks ago we were given a 
camper van by a lovely older lady who no 
longer used it. We put new tyres on it, then … 
our team came across a family with 5 kids on 
one of our runs sleeping in a tent. We put 2&2 
together & tried to give them the camper van 
so they had somewhere wo sleep for the kids. 
They were so happy, but then had to go to 
Sydney for a funeral. We are waiting for them 
to come back so they can receive it. If they 
don’t – there is another family with 4 kids 
who we could give it to instead. Feel free to 
donate camper vans! 

 

 


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Hi di Ho to all our brothers and sisters out there from the 
leaders at the Fishers of Men houses. We want to wish all a 
merry Christmas and a happy new year.  
 

Christmas is sometimes a sad time for our men as they are 
rehabilitating and have limited access to their families and 
loved ones, please keep us in your prayers. We thank all that 
have contributed to the growth of the men spiritually, 
physically and mentally letting them know that time shared is 
time cared and they need all the loving from the Lord Jesus 
they can get.  
 

Throughout the year we have had many breakthroughs and 
many upsets but for the joy set before us we press on and look 
for that glimmer in the men’s eyes when the Lord reveals 
himself in the Word and they make life changing decisions.  
Bless you all, John Martin 

 

 
There has been lots of good feedback from those 
receiving furniture this year. 
 
 

Kym from Oxley said,  
“Your charity is such a blessing. I can’t believe how 
blessed I am. The guys couldn’t help enough. I can’t 
believe what I got delivered. All nice things and instantly 
usable. I’m overwhelmed how kind you all are. The 
fellas made me feel comfortable. They are hard workers 
and a welcomed blessing to me.” 
 
 
 

Crispin said, “Thank you so much for your assistance. I 
am grateful”. 
 
 
 

Tetsuji said, “Thank you Fishers of Men for all you’ve 
done for us. I can’t thank you enough and the boys that 
delivered were amazing. I am incredibly happy of the 
helping hand”. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Testimonies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Then there’s those that are never happy, 
but we really do, do our best to help 
people freely and make their lives just that 
little bit better. Many who are recipients 
have been through trauma, and it 
encourages us all to be able to help them. 
“Freely you have received… freely give’. 
Thank you to all those who have donated 
– it’s a blessing! 
 
This year we had a terrible time with the 
truck – which essentially needed its’ whole 
engine rebuilt. Over 20k later and we were 
back on the road.  
 

Our main requests, are: white goods; beds; 
bedside tables; chests of drawers, & 
blankets, if you wish to donate items, (or 
contribute cash for fuel and costs) your 
donation would be appreciated.  
Last financial year we spent a total of 
$30,314 on fuel – but that was to fund the 
truck; 2 Utes; the 2 vans for the houses and 
cars – (which are used primarily for 
ministry) in addition to $28,067 for further 
motor vehicle expenses.  
 

Please see the website for how you can 
donate: www.fishersofmen.org.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The guys watching Radical Reels at 
the Playhouse Theatre. Lookin’ 
good fellas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The new ‘cooks’ 

uniform 

Our wonderful guys from the discipleship houses are part 
of a large team that help prepare food, cook and serve 

more than 800 meals for the homeless each week. After 
being in the program for 3 months, some of the guys join 
the Street Van team to distribute food to the homeless. We 
really appreciate the efforts of all concerned. Your reward 
will be great in Heaven. 

Yep, we even try to scare the 
hell out of them. Ha Ha 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fishersofmen.org.au/


Ash 1st came to us as a Bible College student doing his prac a few years ago… From Batemans Bay, Ash is 
a cook, who is also a young adult’s leader for his Church  (Citipointe Ipswich).  For the last few years, Ash 
has also been volunteering at FOM on Weds nights, leading the team that delivers meals to the homeless 
and lately has been helping with meals and food prep.  Zoie was also on the Weds night team.  Their 
constant bantering was a source of amusement for the rest of the team.  They have been going out for 6 
months, have just announced their engagement & are looking at getting married next year in Bali on the 
6th of May.  Zoie has had some brilliant opportunities consulting at work, for example, helping criminal 
justice services develop a training plan for staff coming in contact with clients experiencing domestic 
violence and liaising with aboriginal communities across Australia in an advisory role to govt, as they 
assess their indigenous employment initiative in aged care, (etc).  Zoie has also been saving madly for the 
last few years, and is hoping to buy a house in 2024. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Ok – so there’s a Mearns child officially 
married.  Zachariah and Alicia met one Sunday 
night at a Fishers of Men meeting.  Alicia 
migrated from Melbourne and came with her 
aunt and uncle, (Matt & Belinda) to check out 
FOM in action as we helped the 
homeless.  Alicia then joined the teams taking 
meals out on the streets twice a week, and 
with a vivacious outlook on life, won Zach’s 
heart.  The two are madly in love and tied the 
knot on the 17th of Nov, they are currently 
honeymooning, (adventurously backpacking in 
Asia) – back late Dec.  As he has now finished 
his Bachelor of Business, majoring in 
accounting, Zachariah has been offered a post 
graduate position with the company 
responsible for the development of the cross-
river tunnel in Brisbane City.  Alicia is studying 
to be a teacher, and working part time at a 
café run by the Church the two currently 
attend, (Balmoral Baptist) with Joe & Monita. 
 

 
Unfortunately, Bobby has suffered a bit this year with kidney 
stones and infections, but he refuses to slow down unless in 
hospital!!  The kids are living very busy lives, during our  
holiday in Hong Kong (Jan 2023), we visited Bobby’s mum,  
dad, brother Jeffrey and wife Reiling, sister Sandy and  
brother-in-law Patrick, but it had a feeling of finality to it, like  
it might be rare for us to all get together now for holidays etc 
as everyone becomes more independent, and potentially  
scatters in various directions. 
 
Zara has started to get involved with the street van taking  
meals out to the homeless, it’s great to see her caring for people 
in need.  She travelled to Sydney representing Qld in volleyball, 
has passed her first year of studying social work at QUT whilst 
working virtually full-time at a child care centre, she enjoys 
surfing, and has purchased a car.  Zara is independent and has 
her head on her shoulders.   
 
Zekiel has finished Grade 11, is on his “L’s”, was awarded 
sportsman of the year at Calvary, qualified to compete at a 
national level for long jump, as well as played for the 
Rochedale Rovers in the National Premier League (soccer).  In 
his final year of high school, Zeke is completing a Diploma of 
Business and a Cert 3 in fitness.  He has a fascination with 
“street art” and is also working part time at Dominos delivering 
pizzas 
  

 
 



 





http://www.fishersofmen.org.au/
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