“Every branch that bears fruit He prunes so that it will be even more fruitful...” (John 15:2) Ouch.

The Word pruning doesn’t conjure up nice, peaceful images, especially if you are the one being pruned.
It involves being damaged and experiencing hurt - sounds not good, but, God has a plan even through
this process, that of producing more fruitfulness.

Steve Hemers has been at Fishers of Men now since Dec 2015, he came to us as a scrawny drug
producer & dealer who had come to the end of himself. With a hungry heart, Steve soaked up the
Word of God and changed. He not only hasn’t touched drugs for many years, but in His freedom he’s
self sacrificially helped many others experience some sense of stability and freedom, (for some - only a
temporary pause of the madness - but relief nonetheless). Steve has faithfully served - he has gotten
his truck licence, his first aid certificate, his mental health 15 aid cert. his assist clients with medication
training, he has completed, “Growing Deep and Strong”, “Valiant Man”, attended a couple of audit
classes at Bible college, and just completely turned his life around.

Steve has become a little brother to all the leaders, and a big brother to all the men, serving Jesus as
he’s lent a helping hand to those in need. We are sad to say that our awesome Steve is going on to his
next adventure - good for him, (he’s going to be marrying the mother of his daughter) and moving to
be with them, sad for us, as Steve has become someone vitally connected at FOM. Hence the pain and
reality of the PRUNING word. God knows what He’s doing, and we wish Steve all the very best in his
future endeavours. No matter where he is, he will always be part of Fishers of Men.

With the pruning comes the promise of expected fruitfulness. We look forward to seeing what God will
do. Our current plan in the process of being worked out is having Kerry and John Martin as the live in-

house leaders at 9, with Tracey continuing in her vital drop in house leader role with John Powell, and
Luke Wilson potentially dropping in more often.

Additionally, we are pleased to announce a
new member of the house leadership team:
Ps Danny Pelasio. Ps Danny will also be
coming in to the house and leading through
the day. We look forward to seeing what
God will do. Pray for us all as we transition:
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- Ashleigh

| am thrilled to share the incredible success stories
that have unfolded through our food van ministry
in 2023. Twice a week, our dedicated team
ventures into the heart of the city armed with
compassion and provisions. With a minimum of
180 hot meals, an array of fresh fruits, crates of
bread, and clothing. among other essentials, we
reach various locations throughout the city.

One of our regular stops is at Emnma Millar Place
on Roma Street, a park where we extend a
helping hand to up to 100 rough sleepers each
week. Additionally, we visit boarding houses,
hotels serving as crisis accommodation, and
prominent city spots such as Brunswick Mall in
Fortitude Valley, King George Square, and Queen
Street Mall in the city centre. Our exceptional
volunteers not only provide physical nourishment
but also seize opportunities to share the Gospel,
offer prayer, and demonstrate the love of Christ.

The impact of our ministry is profound, and the
transformative power of God is evident in the
lives of those we serve. Take Justin, for example,
a man on the NDIS program aspiring to secure a
cleaning job in one of the city’s hospitals. Our
team prayed fervently for him before his job
interview, and a few weeks later, he joyfully
reported that God had supplied his need.

Numerous individuals struggling with addiction
have found solace in our ministry. Zoie
encountered Cameron during a city walk, learned
of his desire to break free from addiction, and
introduced him to the FOM program.
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A month later, he took the brave step of joining
the program and has recently been baptised.

In 2022, we encountered Alannah. Through
consistent friendship and the love of Christ, our
team has been given a great opportunity to share
the love of God. Zoie, in a poignant moment, took
an opportunity to read 1 Corinthians 13 with
Alannah and discuss what real love looks like.

Leslie, seeking refuge and sobriety, approached
Steve for prayer. She was three days into her
sobriety journey, and she was in search of a place
to live. Steve prayed for God to get her a home.
Miraculously, a few weeks later, she excitedly
informed our team that God had provided her
with a place to call home.

Week after week, our faithful team members
embody the love of God, creating a ripple effect
of transformation in the lives of the individuals we
serve. These stories are a testament to the
incredible impact that compassion, prayer, and
the love of Christ can have on the most vulnerable
in our community. We are always looking for
more volunteers to join the team and serve some
of the most vulnerable people in our city. If you
would like to join a team that ministers to the
homeless, please email me at
ash@fishersofmen.org.au.
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I’m Cameron, I’m 44 years old.
My father, who has now passed
away, beat me and I lived in a
very broken home. At the age of
14 | started using marijuana, by
the time | was 16-17 years old, |
started dabbling in heroin.

I was then in and out of foster homes most of
my teenage life and spent some time living on
the streets in Sydney. At 18 years, | started
nightclubbing, thinking that drugs and alcohol
would give me a better time and take me
away from the trauma of my childhood. It
seemed to fix my problems, but it was the
start of my addiction.

I had an acquired brain injury by being
assaulted at a football game in 2013. | then
became homeless.

WHAT BROUGHT ME TO FISHERS OF MEN?

Prior to my coming into the first stage
discipleship house, | was on the street and
begging for money. | met Zoie and Ashleigh
(two of the FOM City Run Street Van Team
members) outreaching to the homeless. They
gave me a meal but | was highly under the
influence of drugs at the time.

They said to me, “would you like to change
your life?” | said “yes” and got the Fishers of
Men phone number.

I stayed in my drugs for a fortnight afterwards
and one day decided I’d had enough. | was
going to use the last of my money in the bank
to score drugs then | decided to ring Bobby.
Bobby asked, “when can you come in for an
interview?” When | came for the interview, |
was very emotionally broken, still coming
down off a lot of drugs.

My life was a mess. | wasn’t walking with
God. Bobby offered to take me back to my
then residence to pick up my clothes and
brought me back to his house. He offered me
an opportunity to start with Fishers of Men.

The first week in the first stage program, |
gave my heart to Jesus at a local church and
I’m going really well. I’'m walking with God,
reading the Bible and now helping feeding the

homeless.
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savedimyllife il had schizophrenia: If I didn’t
find:Eishersiof Menlor.comeinto the/program,
I’d'probably be on the'streetidead, or.very

program/. 1 don’t care if it takes 12 months in
stage one. I’ll be happy to get to stage 2, that
would be the first goal, but ’m definitely in no
rush to speed up the recovery, because I’'m
eating well and re-united with my mum.

When | was in addiction, | pushed my Christian
mother away. Because she followed God & |
was very anti God. Knowing all the time there
was really a good life involved in Christianity,
but I chose to take the path of living in the
world thinking it could give me what |
desperately wanted but ended up destroying
me.

I’m a lot happier and I’m working on myself,
planning on handing everything to God,
trusting Him to provide for me because He has
been since P’ve been in recovery at Fishers of
Men.

1 did try to do it on my own when I first come
into the house, relying on money that | saved,
but now I know it’s time to hand it all to God.
What I’d dearly love to do if there were no
objects in the way... I’d like to go into
Christian ministry. If God calls me to do that,
I’d really like to do that - speaking to people
who have addictions and have had broken
homes.




by Tracey Hodge
The Logan run this year has
expanded in so many ways , we
have changed the run from
dropping into
houses/apartments to meeting
the ever - increasing needs of
the homeless in parks. How
we were doing the run in the
past became impossible with
the increase of needs adding
way too many stops for our
little legs to fulfil. We saw an
expansion of the Logan team
occur and the heart and
| capacity of these guys was like
bringing in the Avengers !! (I
shot gun to be black widow)
Eagleby has grown from around
. 6 cars to sometimes 50-60
people living in cars at the
wetlands, All with their stories .
Some are permanent, others
are transient but often return.
They have become our
community , our people - We
have picked up another area
under a bridge where the
displaced and homeless souls
are settling . One area is named
tent city because it is exactly
that - tent city!
So, with this increase of
homelessness brings more than
giving out food- we are also
meeting their needs with
blankets, small items, clothes
and shoes and wrapping them
in prayer.
We have had so many beautiful
God moments with prayer and
ministry. One in particular that
we celebrate is seeing a guy
come off the streets into the
| ministry, become a spirit filled
believer and continuing on in
his journey. Every week is a
blessing and gives us new
stories to celebrate what God is
doing with the lost and
destitute.
Proverbs 19:17 Whoever is
generous to the poor lends to
the Lord, and he will repay him
for his deed.




Hi di Ho to all our brothers and sisters out there from the

leaders at the Fishers of Men houses. We want to wish all a

merry Christmas and a happy new year.

Christmas is sometimes a sad time for our men as they are
rehabilitating and have limited access to their families and

loved ones, please keep us in your prayers. We thank all that |
have contributed to the growth of the men spiritually, -
physically and mentally letting them know that time shared is
time cared and they need all the loving from the Lord Jesus

they can get.

Throughout the year we have had many breakthroughs and
many upsets but for the joy set before us we press on and look
for that glimmer in the men’s eyes when the Lord reveals
himself in the Word and they make life chanding decisions.
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The guys watching Radical Reels at
the Playhouse Theatre. Lookin’
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Yep. we even try to scare the
hell out of them. Ha Ha

: LY 3 —
The new ‘cooks’
uniform

Our wonderful guys from the discipleship houses are part
of a large team that help prepare food, cook and serve
more than 800 meals for the homeless each week. After
being in the program for 3 months, some of the guys join
the Street Van team to distribute food to the homeless. We
really appreciate the efforts of all concerned. Your reward
will be areat in Heaven.
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Ok - so there’s a Mearns child officially
married. Zachariah and Alicia met one Sunday
night at a Fishers of Men meeting. Alicia
migrated from Melbourne and came with her
aunt and uncle, (Matt & Belinda) to check out
FOM in action as we helped the

homeless. Alicia then joined the teams taking
meals out on the streets twice a week, and
with a vivacious outlook on life, won Zach’s
heart. The two are madly in love and tied the
knot on the 17+ of Nov, they are currently
honeymooning, (adventurously backpacking in
Asia) - back late Dec. As he has now finished
his Bachelor of Business, majoring in
accounting, Zachariah has been offered a post
graduate position with the company
responsible for the development of the cross-
river tunnel in Brisbane City. Alicia is studying
to be a teacher, and working part time at a
café run by the Church the two currently
attend, (Balmoral Baptist) with Joe & Monita.
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