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THE LORD IS IN CONTROL
And we just want to say thank you! To Him,
and to you for being involved with us

The world has been through a shaking. At times like this, some
will repent, others will shake their fists at God and rage - even
though the eventual end will be their destruction.

We have chosen to mind our own business and
serve the Lord, even more so, as the world
seemed to be falling apart. Our covid response
was to shut down all meetings, limit visitors

to the houses, serve God to the poor and give
everything we've got to the Lord.

There was an increase in need within the
community, which resulted in an increase
in our giving. We saw proud parents who
had never asked for help come to the door
asking for food parcels after both had

lost their jobs. We increased our meal
production from 60 on a Sunday and 40 on
a Weds to 150 Sun/Weds, (each), then 240,
then 280-300 (each). This has been huge,
and production has changed dramatically
picture tables laid out with take away

containers....food mixed in huge food
safe containers rather than the usual
saucepans and you have some idea!

The men in the houses already serving

3 days a week, (Sun, Weds, Sat), increased
that to 4 days, with Tues becoming an
additional food prep and furniture

delivery day.

We took the gospel and the food out on the streets, employing
safe distancing measures where possible. People received the

food gratefully and in some instances received the Lord, repenting

and opening their hearts to Him
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HE IS FAITHFUL

We have been in awe of God's hand
upon this ministry, and amazed that
He has stretched us to this capacity.
His increased provision has also
been evident, with agencies such as
Second Bite and Foodbank giving us

"

more food, Rochedale neighbors,
complete strangers, restaurants shutting down and individuals

such as Beta Memorial's owner Paul Taylor turning up at our door

with food.

00 0 0 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000

ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANCE

An increase in output meant it was impossible
for Branwen to keep up with the paperwork.
Roger and Marie retired from the bookwork
and Jen kindly volunteered, stepping in to
learn the ropes. We were then able to employ
Jen a couple of hours a week to assist with
administration and she has been an absolute
blessing. Some other lovely ladies, Mary, Kim,
Annette, Linda, have also stepped in, helping
with various administration roles, (thank you
Linda for praying!).
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LORIMER PASSER
We had a struggle with our re-accreditation. ‘
Every 3 years each of the houses has to pass

a building compliance inspection for boarding
houses. Lorimer, (first stage) initially failed

because we had a caravan parked in the

backyard as temporary accommodation for

house leaders. John Martin, (leading the house

with Steve and Kerry), resided
there. In order for us to pass the
building compliance we had to get
rid of the caravan. This meant no
separate accommodation for John.
Unfortunately we lost John, who is
now working full-time. Will, a new
volunteer has stepped into the
house-leaders role with Steve, Kerry and Luke.
He has a heart to serve the Lord in obedience
and is learning the new role.
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FURNITURE

The furniture ministry - which was already busy prior
covid, has increased. We have helped so many families
with children and no belongings to settle into their
own homes with furnishings, (beds, white goods, tv's
etc), food, linen, kitchen, toys and clothes, it's been
incredible. To make a difference in children’s lives

in this way - especially those who may have been
through the trauma of
domestic violence etc.
is an absolute blessing.
We have helped so
many - it is hard to keep
count. The men from
the discipleship house
facilitate this important
aspect Of the ministry,
and often have been able to pray for

those receiving assistance. We have been

abundantly blessed by community support

as people freely donate furniture, often to the

point where we have no where left to store it. We were
also blessed to receive $5000 from Logan City Council
towards furniture transportation, helps, and fuel, (our
vehicle costs last financial year were: $62, 672 so this
was a very welcome addition.)




So.... We are now still holding meetings,
though covid rules here in Qld are
relaxing, and there is a great cry
amongst the needy we minister
to get together for fellowship
and community support.

queﬂ é'Wpomt this moment
we are requesting prayer support, as we
have been blocked and don’t know how to
proceed. Our neighbors over the back fence
have expressed displeasure at Fishers of
Men’s meetings, (though FOM finishes
within community time requirements),
saying they are subjected to religious
ideologies they have no wish to hear, and
that the house is not a registered place of
worship, therefore, they will call the police
if we do so, (FOM is a registered charity, -
at our meetings we collect homeless and
people in need, gave them a meal, food
parcels, clothes, blankets, toiletries, an
opportunity to have a shower, community
support, social interaction and a sense

of belonging, singing, and a message
facilitated by a guest speaker from one of a
variety of denominations).

Ueighbour's whiist FoM is not
registered as a Church, there is a Christian
flavor to our gatherings. Over the years

we have really appreciated our neighbors

community, when they expressed their
concerns, covid hit, and we were forced to
shut the meetings down anyway. Since then,
we have attempted to refrain from outdoor
meetings and have looked at alternative
places to meet to keep the peace and still

This has proven increasingly difficult. Our
teams, (consisting predominantly of the
men from the houses - led by Bobby and
Branwen, are exhausted once the food

Thank you . =

Thank you Fishers of Men for the support
and wonderful furniture donation that
was provided to one of our family’s from
the Children’s Hospital. This family consists
of a father and his five children, who had
unfortunately been stuck in another country
due to Covid for 8 months and returned to
Australia in October to find that his landlord
had evicted them and removed all their
belongings, including equipment needed

for one of his children who has a significant
health condition.

i prep for 300 meals has occurred. To then
i organise a pick up of those who want to
come is another expenditure of resources
i and energy we are currently unable to

¢ muster.

3Iq 3”6' In addition, our big bus,

i the awesome one with the mural down the
side of the devil and Jesus arm wrestling,

i (Jesus wins!), is not starting. We took it

i toit's roadworthy in April? Then brought it
home, parked it and didn’t use it till it's next
i roadworthy was due, then it wouldn't start,

. (Ideas anyone?).

0014[”{””;717 ‘;/a// One of our

i volunteers approached Logan City Council
tolerance of our attempt to serve the greater . about possible use of the newly constructed
community hall directly across the road, :
i which for us would help, due toit’s close

i proximity to the main house where supplies
i are kept, (acknowledging where ever we
go, we would be having to transport food

. parcels, clothes, blankets, toiletries, music
meet the needs of the people we are helping. gear, etc). However, council declined our
i application, citing that they preferred to

i keep the hall open for “"community events”
: (Go figure?) (FOM is a registered charity, run
i and supported by the community, reaching
i out to provide support to members of the

i community who are in need). We are willing :
to pay the hire cost and offered to relinquish :
i the booking for any Sunday evening another :
i group or party wanted to use the hall - still :
¢ NO. Even the usually supportive Cr Lisa
Bradley couldn’t help, Our question: “
i possible for us to put a request in to hire

Is it

This father was forced to rely on friends to
assist with short term accommodation, while
driving over an hour every day to take his
children to school and special school. He had
recently been able to secure housing, however
no furniture was included. | called around to
the big charities to see if they could assist,
however, at this time of year, they have be
inundated with requests and were unable to
offer furniture donations.

| was referred to Fishers of Men and was so
delighted that they were able to assist almost
immediately and were so generous and
accommodating to this father’s needs. This

that hall on Sunday nights, and if so,

how do we go about doing that?” "Was met
with: “I need to be mindful, legally | cannot
direct staff about this”??? Confusion
reigns, how our request for assistance or
direction in hiring a community hall could
be misconstrued as somethingillegal is a
mystery. Yes, it seems the world has gone
bonkers.

PMII /0[" ap/aﬂ Next... we
approached the Community Centre on
Cinderella Ave, (LECNA)] if we could
potentially hire their premises. They were
more positive, but, by the time Sunday night
comes, we are exhausted and in no position
to organise transportation of all necessary
to an alternative location, set up, have the
meeting, pack down, etc. after the huge
expenditure of energy involved in cooking
and delivering 300 cooked meals to public in
need then picking people up as well without
an operational bus! One way to move
forward would be to cook for those coming
to the meal and not deliver on Sundays,
alternatively starting up a Sat outreach to
the city, using donated food (no cooking],
and invite people to the Sun Meetings,

but, we would need an interested outside
team leader and team for that one, as our
crews are tired after Sat car wash. Ahh! The
dilemmas! Pray for us. The Lord has a plan,
it's just figuring out what that is!

ramwen

has meant that this father now has furniture
to fill the house and he can start to rebuild
their lives.

Without the wonderful and generous
donations to Fishers of Men, this could have
been a different situation for this family.
Fishers of Men'’s service is an invaluable
asset to the community and | look forward to
working along side them for our families in
the future.

Neisa Glennon
Social Worker (Work Days Mon, Tues, Fri)
Queensland Paediatric Rehabilitation Service
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Back in March this year when the whole world

was going ballistic over Covid we knew it was K
a perfect opportunity to do what we do best.
Be different, go against the grain, raise the
banner of Christ and live by faith! -
sight. The whole country basically shut
down over night as people barricaded

themselves in their homes, but
Fishers of Men got to thinking...
what about those people who

don’t have a home? J

Government regulations meant that
we were unable to bring people back
to Bobby and Branwen’s house for our
regular bi-weekly meetings so instead,
we cooked up 75 meals and we hit the
streets. We didn't just go out to deliver
food though. Across the back of our
truck are the words Jesus Cares’ and
we were there to prove it. Most other
services shut down out there and we
were honoured to be able to step up.
We took out with us; hot home cooked
meals, gospel tracts, muffins, sleeping
bags, love, blankets, hope, fruit, vegies,

Bibles, clothes, prayer and compassion.

It wasn’t long before we were, and
still are, cooking up nearly 600 meals
a week.

not by
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We at Fishers of Men are not
government funded, we operate on
Jesus power. There were other people
that saw what we were doing out
there and they too became a part of
the effort. Donating time, resources,
finances, food... from very early on

we were sending out 3 vans packed
with provisions alongside volunteers
to shine the light of Christ and it was
a sight for sore eyes. In the Gospel of
Matthew, Christ named us as the light
of the world and told us not to hide it.
He told us to shine, so that other people
would see our good deeds and glorify
our Father in Heaven. Amen.

We began a concentrated and unified
assault on the forces of darkness by
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the body of Christ for the glory of God
and it has had a tremendous impact on
everyone involved. For months there
have been so many different people,
from all sorts of situations all working
together for our Lord and we're still
going strong. Thankyou Jesus. Jesus
said that the world will know us as His
disciples by the love that we have for
one another and that is the truth from
our Saviour.

We are still seeing salvations, miracles,
signs and wonders all in the Name

of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you

for being a part of this awesome and
effective ministry.

Love from your brother 5’/;11”10



Ash has been doing an amazing
(0 leading The (Weduesday nigh!

Teant and preping The food

| personally have been involved with
Fishers of Men and the Wednesday
night food van roughly 6 months.
During this time, we have heard several
testimonies of answered prayer in
response to prayer from our team.

Just recently one couple asked

for prayer to see their newborn
granddaughter. By the next week they
had their pray request answered. We
have also had the immense

It is a great honour for us as volunteers, to
serve on the street vans, to bring food and
clothing to the hurting, homeless, hungry,
and poor. We see a lot of beautiful smiles,
thanks, and appreciation as they receive
food, clothing, blankets and other goods.

In all this, we can share the good news of
the gospel of Jesus Christ who told us to go
to the highways and byways to tell them to
come to the banquet table of the Lord.

privilege of leading people to Christ
for salvation. Earlier in the year, one
man we encountered took us aside
for prayer and simply said he needed
Jesus and a new life, so we lead him
to Christ! As we have consistently
arrived with hot meals and a caring
attitude, we have built relationships
with some people and witnessed their
lives being transformed by Jesus. We
met one woman who, due to border
restrictions, was unable to attend

her son’s funeral. We offered her
prayer, asking Holy Spirit to fill her
with peace and joy. The next week we
caught up with her and she was full of

One time, when we gave out food, | saw a
young lady with a child. | knew that the Lord
had a word for her. We were able to pray
with her and | told her that the Lord showed
me that she had cried a lot. She started to
cry and agree with the word of the Lord and
we were able to encourage her and show
her how she could get more help.

In these days of more uncertainty, more
people are opening for the good news of
the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

| love to encourage others to also go out
with the Fisher’s of Men team and some do.

Now is the time to go out on the streets
of Brisbane and its surrounding areas.
Take a chance and come out with us.

Hicholas Crejdanus

spel 0 The S1reéls

enthusiasm. When we asked her how
she was she said she had started
praying. God has been working
through this ministry in a major way
through out 2020 to the point that
every week our team has a fruitful

Solteiph

encounter with someone.

Slreel Van

St Van on Fri and Sat nights was
reduced to just Friday night with not
quite enough volunteers to support
the Sat outreach. Cornelius, Bob,
John, and Ps Danny have continued
to lead the teams on Fri nights,
reaching out to the lost with food
provision and the gospel, and seeing
many come to the Lord as a result
of this ministry. We found that
continuing to support those most

in need during a
pandemic, and
finding ways to do
that safely were

a challenge our
teams had to face.




HELP RECEIVED!

COVID-19 had taken its toll on my
neighbours - an eight-member-
Cook-Island family - this year.

On top of the dad trying to secure
work, stocks in all areas of their
household were running low; and
that included non-food items that
many of us take for granted.

As well, they had started going to
food banks to supplement their
weekly shopping. | wanted to help,
but being on the pension, | was very
limited in my capacity to do so.

Then, one afternoon, while watching
an old black-and-white movie, |
remembered Fishers of Men. I'd
helped them out occasionally on
Wednesday nights, serving food

to those who had come from the
streets or who were struggling in
life for whatever reason.

So, | rang Branwen who helps
manage, organise and directs
charity operations at FOM. | had

a list from my neighbours, a mile
long; from teaspoons to bedding;
from crockery to kitchen and dining
and lounge furniture. Branwen'’s
response was enthusiastic and
compassionate. As | dictated, she
wrote down; and as if the list wasn't
already long enough, she rattled off
a whole lot of other items - all free
and all freely delivered - that were
available for the family, should they
need them.
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What has really struck me about
Fishers of Men, is the unrelenting
love and commitment that seems to
be at the heart of this organisation.

This isn’t the first time I've had
dealings of this nature with Fishers
of Men. Going back a month or so
ago, a friend of mine had to set up
in a unit. He had virtually nothing.
When his furniture was delivered,

| met the delivery driver and his
offsider. They too exhibited a heart
that said, “Here you go, mate. Be
blessed. This is from the Lord, with
love!” The men of God who delivered
two loads to my Cook-Island
neighbours last Sunday, exuded
the heart of God. We were all so
blessed.

Thank you, Fishers of Men!

Steve Koster

PRAYER

® Qur bus dilemma - may have to sell

that one, get two smaller coasters or
something to pick people up?

® Meetings on Sunday nights. What

to do, how are we going to support
and encourage those crying out for a
Sunday meal with fellowship.

® Storage for furniture, Possible truck?

® Bobby has had 6 eye operations

over the last year, 2 pterygiums,
2 cataracts, 2 laser, pray for his
deteriorated eye sight!

® That we can get everything up and

running with the new house, (with
a fire safety management plan, any
building works, certification, and
registration of the new residence
necessary).

® Financial provision

® Praise to the Lord that we have been

able to accomplish so much this year.

Despite set backs and loss of jobs for
many throughout the year with lockdowns
etc, the Lord has opened the heavens

and been so gracious to us in prompting
people to give to the Fishers of Men
Christmas Outreach for the streeties.

Many first time givers have blessed
us while some regulars still find
the resources to give from their
caring hearts. My prayer and hope
is that those who receive from
Fishers of Men this Christmas will
feel blessed by God, to know that
He knows them and loves them. |
pray they will see this as a gift of
love from God and that they will be

Most beaytj
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encouraged to seek Him more.

Praise God and Every blessing to
Bobby and Branwen and Family and
the whole team of volunteers.

Jan

(Thank you so much to t+
Cerezo’s, (Bob & Jan), /
who serve so faithfully

at Fishers of Men!)




Meet our house leaders:
Steve, Kerry, Luke, Will.

What an awesome team! Each one of
these men has set their hearts on helping
others to find freedom from addiction
through Christ.

Steve and Luke particularly - both from
that lifestyle themselves, with hearts set
to faithfully serve the Lord, we would like
to commend. Steve continues to grow,
and shines in his steadfastness. Five

....‘..‘..........‘..‘.......‘..‘..‘.......‘..‘..‘..m.“

years ago, Steve was a mess, now he is

a changed man, assisting others as they
go through the process. Steve while being
with us has paid off his fines, obtained

his first aid and assisting clients with
medication certificate, his bus licence, and
is someone who has overcome obstacles,
pouring his heart out for Jesus and others.
Luke is a rebel at heart who bows his knee
to Jesus and because of that, ultimately
wins his battles through surrender.

Kerry, well, an awesome heart for God,
who turns up faithfully when called

upon despite his increasing age, (87 this
year!), and Will newcomer to the team, a
christian of many years who has served
the Lord in N.Z amongst the Jews and is a
welcome addition.

With these awesome leaders assisting,
we hope to launch into a new season at
fishers of men with the commencement of
another second stage house soon!

More to follow!!!

“How old are you Joel?*
“24 at the moment”.

“How long have you been at
Fishers of Men?”

“Approximately 11.months”

“What was the situatien'you
were in before yoU got'here?”

“I was a wreck. | was a drug
addict, with no future, into
crime, going no-where”

“How did you find out
about Fishers of Men?”

“I prayed to God in

the city when | was

homeless, and then

that day | walked over

to Ozcare to sign up for

detox - | couldn’t get

in, walked out the door of
Ozcare, someone gave me a
card for Fishers of Men. Steve
and another guy picked me up
and took me back to Fishers of
Men, | sat down and listened
to Bobby speak about drug
addiction and that and then
we had a meal and he said if
anyone wants to come into the
house to go for an interview
with Branwen. | went for the
interview heard the program
and what'’s expected. | was
going to walk onto the streets

again afterwards, but Bobby said
you can stay at FOM even though
I didn’t have any money, and pay

on my next payday.

I came into Fishers of Men and
gave my heart to God, and was
really into the Word for a bit,

then was kind of mucking up,
then | got baptised and ever

since, I've been following God.

When | was praying that day,
Praying that prayer, | got
accepted into Fishers of Men
that day”

“What do you hope the future
holds for you now?”

“A good life with God

and eventually become

a missionary, or get into
ministry”

Joel will be one of the men
able to transition into the new
second stage when it is up
and running. We can see him

growing leaps and bounds, and

reckon he’ll enjoy the pool!

Praise God that Fishers of Men
have been blessed in securing

another house at 10 Lorimer St Springwood.

That's right, directly across the road from discipleship house stage
1, at 9 Lorimer St Springwood.

This past year has been a difficult one in the search of locating and
securing the next house for FOM. After several attempts across
different suburbs, we were guided back home to a property right in
front of us. It currently has 4 large bedrooms, lounge room, dining
room, rumpus room and 2 bathrooms over 2 levels plus a double
garage & swimming pool.

After much prayer and defeating several obstacles, we managed
to successfully secure this wonderful house, praise God.

Settlement date is scheduled for Friday 18 Dec 2020.

This house will become another 2nd stage part of the extended
Fishers of Men home for men transitioning through the program
into more independence while still being part of this amazing
family.

We also plan to upgrade the house to provide more accommodation
and storage space for all the furniture and goods, that we have the
privilege to distribute to needy families.

A big thank you to all who have been part of this ministry
in whatever way, big and small, we couldn’t do it
without you and God's Grace, guidance and provision.

We have truly been blessed to be a blessing!
Ps Joe Dijmovic




ENTER HIS GATES WITH THANKSGIVING AND HIS COURTS WITH PRAISE;
GIVE THANKS TO HIM AND PRAISE HIS NAME. Psalm 100:4

FISHERS OF MEN

Ps Bobby and Branwen Mearns

753 Underwood Rd Rochedale Sth

Bobby - 0432 098 534 - Ph: 07 3341 0160
E: contact@fishersofmen.org.au
www.fishersofmen.org.au

Charity# CH2276 (Donations are tax deductible)
ABN: 70 108 750 232




