There was a kids song sung at Sunday School when |
was a kid growing up... It must have made an
impression, (anyone tnow it?): ”1 will Make You Fishers
of Men, Fishers of Men, Fishers of Men, | will make you
Fishers of Men if you follow Me..”

We’ve had comments over the years, especially as
Australia becomes all gender conscious, about what
“Fishers of Men” means, (we’re sure Jesus just meant
“mankind” when he said “men”), and as for fishing,
well, both Bobby and | are terrible at Fishing. We’re
only partially good at following the Man who made it
all, but, He assures us that as we follow Him, He will
turn us into Fishers of Men. Kind of like that saying that
if you love your life you'll lose it, or maybe, seek ye
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all
these things will be added unto you? What is apparent
is that it's not dependant on us. We are not worthy, not
capable, gosh, we’re not even good citizens

sometimes! (Just ask our neighbour up the road who
would prefer we didn’t do this on THIS sireet thank you
very much! ) (I think they call that “N.LM.B.Y.” - Not In
My Backyard: - understandable really). All we are
mildly capable of, (with His help) is keeping our eyes on
Him, (as in Jesus), grabbing the hem of His garment
maybe, and hanging on to it for dear life: Either way, it
seems to be happening, and any success is reliant on
Him, not us.

We’ve seen some amazing things happen over the
years. Bad situations turn around for the best, because
He is involved. Thankfully He has also

provided. Sometimes we don’t know where the money
comes from. It leaves us scratching our heads, and
often worried. We don’t have a Church membership
that supports us, or that we can do a tithing message
with every week, (though we are tax - deductible,
which helps). The usual bills of around ten thousand a
week are scary, and completely reliant on Him. The car
wash doesn’t do it, the guys rent doesn’t do it. The
donations from the public certainly help, but, honestly, if
He wasn’t in it, it wouldn’t have happened so far, and
we wouldn’t be able to do what we do. Without Him,
we couldn’t even do it next week, let alone have a
vision to eventually have a residential rehabilitation on
acreage - somewhere to look after more people.
Remembering this started in our backyard, picking up
homeless for a feed a couple of times a week,
preparing meals in a tiny kitchen for up to 60 people,
and offering our lounge for those who wanted
rehabilitation, it’s grown to meals for nearly 1000

a week, delivered on the streets by 5 different teams,
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three Christ focussed houses with a full program,
supporting men as they exit crisis cycles and deal with
their addictions, a Community Meal once a month, plus a
furniture relief arm and food parcel program.

First is Christ, second is volunteers, (mostly the body of
Christ). We thank them for getting involved, even in the
smallest of capacities, but there are volunteers whose
contribution over the years has supported and lifted up
not only us, but the entire running of the various aspects
of this ministry. Thank You! You know who you are &
we are grateful. Jesus said, “you will always have the
poor with you”, and He also said that “whatever you do
unto the least you do unto Me”. There you have it, that
is the reason why we do what we do. We are
compelled and can do no other. Not noble, or good, just
compelled. Thank you for helping and being a part of
this ministry in whatever capacity you are. May we see
more people come off the streets and find Christ, more
people realise that God loves them just as they are
when they receive a meal. More people turn their hearts
over to Him in their most desperate of times. More
people really change, (including ourselves),

God bless you.

Love from

Bobby & Branwen.




Street Van

This year, we have witnessed God's ’l[ Y
|
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incredible work in the city! | am
deeply thankful for the amazing
volunteers who have been the heart
and hands of the Wednesday City
Run. Special thanks to Zoie, Saranya, |&
John Powell, and our more recent
additions, Jordan and Marshall, who
have faithfully dedicated their time
and energy each week. They have not
only been building meaningful
relationships with people on the
streets but also praying with them
and sharing the Gospel, week after
roeelk

ne diisbane dione s yewr, -1 street
vans have served 14,842 meals,
distributed 155 food parcels, and
shared over 356.5 kg of bread and
108.5kg of fruit. These meals and
supplies create opportunities to
connect with people, build trust, and
share the hope of Jesus in meaningful
ways.

Each week, we seek God’s guidance
in leading us to the right people.
Earlier this year, we had the privilege
of hosting a large group of volunteers
from Gateway Baptist. In a powerful
example of God’s divine timing, one
volunteer “coincidentally” recognized
a former high school friend on t?ie
streets in Fortitude Valley. This
volunteer was able to pray with her
friend and share the transformative
news that she had become a Christian.
It was a beautiful reminder of how
God’s love reaches those in need,
often through the hands and hearts of
His people.

As we encounter more individuals on
the streets, the harvest continues to
grow—and so does the need for more
volunteers. We are praying for more
regular team members to join our
Wednesday night food vans. If you or
someone you know feels called to
serve, we would love to have you on
board.

As we look forward to 2025, we are
filled with hope and anticipation for
another year of reaching the lost and
serving our community. Why not take
this opportunity to join a team and
make a lasting difference in the lives
of those experiencing homelessness?
Let us know if you're interested—
together, we can be part of God’s
incredible work in the city.

~ ASHLEIGH

“They shall fight because the Lord is with
@ them...” Zechariah 10:5

| GATEWAY OUTREACH

Our mission team from Gateway
Baptist Church volunteered with
Fishers of Men on their City and

| Logan run. It was our first time
B unteering, and it was an amazing
o

experience for the team. We wanted
to partner with a ministry that is
holistic in their vision and outreach,
not only meeting people’s physical
needs but shining the love and truth
of Jesus Christ into the lives of those
they meet. We found Fishers of Men
embodied this, by the way they love
and care for the needy and share
Jesus with boldness and compassion.
We had many opportunities to pray
and minister to those on the street.
Many were receptive to hear about
Jesus and receive prayer and we felt
God'’s spirit at work in our
conversations and interactions. Some

%' of our children and teenagers came

along as well and one teenager in

X ourgroup, Ezinne, gave out

handwritten messages of
encouragement that she wrote herself
on a card. One special moment was
when Ezinne gave a man one of her
cards. He didn’t want to talk to
anyone or receive any food, but he
accepted the card. It was too dark for
him to read, so he walked and stood
underneath a lamp post for a few
minutes, intently reading about the
love and hope of Jesus that a 15 year
old girl felt compelled to write. Upon
watching this man, it was as though
time had stopped and the

light of Christ’s love was shining into
his heart at that moment.




“To the weak | became as weak, that | might win the weak. | have become

all things to men, that | might by all means save some”.

Ovur Logan run is pretty much the
highlight of our week.
I¥’s the interaction between souls that

| are disclosing such devastating stories

then the team’s response in prayer,
compassion and meeting physical
needs that make it all worth it. Each
week we meet people God puts in our
way- we minister, pray & encourage,
some have even come into the house 1

§ The numbers of homeless are
# increasing.
§| The misplaced in society are becoming
# more and more obvious yet solutions
# are dismal and often make things

77l worse.

I had a heartbreaking encounter with a
lady in Fortitude Valley. As | was
distributing food and some care packs,
one lady caught my attention. She
looked familiar but | couldn’t work it out
initially. As | watched her open her care
package, it dawned on me that this lady
was actually a school friend from 24
years ago. We were good friends many
years ago, growing up in a small coastal
town. She was a talented soccer player,
academic, did well at school and was just
a really nice caring person. On the other
hand. | was rebellious in my teen years
and always got up to mischief and hadn’t
come to know Jesus yet.

We had lost touch over the years and as |
was standing there in that moment, m
heart just broke for her. Could this ranIy
be her? She had so much going for her,
how did she get here> As | approached
her and started talking, she realised who
I was, and we reminisced about our
school days. She commented on how
rebellious | used to be, and | felt God’s
spirit at work in this divine appointment
as | shared with her “I’'m not the same
person | used to be. Jesus has changed
my life, and he can do the same for you”.
She smiled and kept talking. She wasn’t
ready to continue a conversation about
faith in Jesus, but | told her | would pray
for her and come back and visit and help
in any way | could.

As a team, we all had profound moments
on the street run and were deeply
impacted by the work Fishers of Men and
their volunteers do. God is moving in
powerful ways and it was a privilege to
pariner together and see God’s love and
compassion displayed in this powerful
ministry! Jerekah

How honoured we are to shine our
light of hope and compassion into such
dark and hopeless situations .

We have the hope and love they need,
so soldier on Amazing team:! I’'m so, so
blessed to work with such amazing
caring and bold teammates 1

Love you guys A big shout out to all
that step in and volunteer consistently
Wednesdays and Sunday’s - you are
all rich in God’s grace and power and
use it to heal hurting souls. Favourite
times? - when Heidi shared her
testimony to a guy at the courts then he
started crying when we prayed for
him. When Adrian consistently prays
for people just as we’re about to jump
in the car to go - then they come back
the following week saying hey bro
thanks for that prayer it worked:: And
hug him:

When “Jah” (a homeless guy) put on a
dinner (party) for us as a surprise at the
footy club.

Nikki’s compassion to all, always
having time for others and prayer:
Seeing new volunteers come in to help.
Lindsay’s beats! Scotty forges the way
on Wednesday nights with consistent
Bob! Cornelius has left a print on Logan,
Bruce also has shown care and
compassion.

It’s good to see the team grow and

| build so cheers to you all un ~ Tracey
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These photos are of the men in our discipleship houses hovmg a
bit of fpn at an annual camp we have for them just after
Christmas. Last year we went to the Sunshine Coast and
booked a recreational facility for about 30-35 people for 5-7
days, this year we are heading to the Tamborine Mountains for
about the same. We take the time out to have fun, plus there’s
worship and teaching (Growing Deep and Strong encounter
sessions), every day. It's a very rewarding experience for all
concerned. The cost is approx. $550 per person, if anyone wants
to sponsor one of the men (or the team!) for this camp, we
would be grateful, (FOM usually covers the guys’ costs and
several of the team)

At the Awakening Outreach Brisbane
Showgrounds

Be of the same mind toward one another. So nof set your mind on hlgh
things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in our own opinion.
~ Romans 12:16
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We’ve noticed that the Fishers of Men Freedom from Addiction
program has had it’s positive effects on the men in the house. ®

4 Eurchosed a smaller

Back in the day. we used to take people
into our own home. It was nothing for us
to have an ex- biker, gang member,
brothel runner sleeping on the lounge
room floor with his prosthetic leg on the

| couch to surprise people as they walked

in. These days, we have 3 houses for men
recovering from addictions and a bunch
of lovely volunteers, (and even some paid
ones now), supporting their recovery.
First of all, FOM rented “Lorimer”,
registered it for 12, then we were full, and
needed a second stage house, so FOM
ouse close to us to
elp in the progression, (registered for

i 6). Then that was full, and we needed

more places to assist those who were
doing well in their recovery, and needed
a second stage bed, so FOM bought
another house, (kind of like monopoly)
just opposite the first one we rented (also
registered for 12). All good. Now there’s 3
houses. But our first one, the original is
set to be demolished in a couple of years,
to make way for town houses, (which we
will not be a part of). So there you have
it. We will be one house less. Fishers of
Men houses are registered as boarding
houses, hence, we can have more than

our usual s in them, but, it takes quite a
Zit of money, time and effort for us to
register one, so to lose 9 Lorimer will
impact us greatly, 12 beds gone). We are
not able to just rent and use another
house without going through the
registration process - there’s a threat of a
$20,000 fine (minimum),) if we do that, and
they would shut us down. As detailed in
last year’s newsletter, we have a vision
to eventually have acreage and a 60 bed
facility so that we can support more
people in their recovery r rom addiction
and focus on Christ, but we’re not there
yet. Thinking about the upcoming
problem, (which thankfully we’ve been
given notice of), we are considering

uilding up. (a second storey) on our
already registered smaller house as an
option to help accommodate the
shortfall. This would take considerable
finance. So, we’re committing that to the
Lord. Time will tell, what we do know is
that God is more than able, we wait on
Him, cause Hls plan is best.




Thank you to all the mentors who
help FOM by supporting and building
relationship wifﬁ

individually.

Thank you also goes to Matt Thorne
who began the role of co-ordinating
the mentors when we officially
began. Matt mentored young Rhys
Pepper, (see photos), and did a great

has been unable to continue. We are
'gl:ol'eful to acknowledge however,
at Bob Helyar has admirably
stepped into this role, and made
himself available to chat through any
issues with the team as they arise.
It's encouraging to hear stories like
Peter and Carlton’s below, who have
been meeting together now for
nearly 2 years. The ongoing
relationship has benefitted them both
and is a testament to both men’s
continued faithfulness.

fellow me
gaid and

The Fishers of Men
Mentoring program
has been operating
for the past couple

of years. Volunteers
from various churches
and organisations have been
allocated to individual program
participants.

Mentors provide valuable
supportive friendship, through
which they role model positive
attitudes and community values.
Each mentor meets face to face
with their mentee at least once a
fortnight, usually by going
somewhere for a coffee or snack,
or by participating in an activity
of mutual interest, such as bush
walking, fishing, gym sessions etc.
These meetings provide an
opportunity for the participant to
discuss their progress and
challenges they may be
encountering.

Bob Helyar

the men in the house

job. but due to the tyranny of distance =

Peter Coulson &'Carlton
Mentoring Journey

We started meeting in 2023 with Peter being given the privilege of
mentoring Carlton by Bobby and Branwen. We usually meet each
fortnight together for breakfast at Cafe63 in Springwood. This location
is one of the most beautiful spots in Brisbane with tropical trees lining
the outdoor dining area. When we started, Carlton was in Stage 2
living in Lorimer St. Carlton had been part of the FOM program for the
previous three years. He moved out earlier in 2024. Carlton has been
employed as a process worker by Gossi Park, a division of G James
Glass and Aluminium, for the previous 2.5 years. He assembles
recycled garden furniture which are seen in many parks around
Brisbane.
Just recently Carlton was offered advanced training in lean
manufacturing which focuses on improving productivity and
minimising waste. This is a real credit to Carlton.
Spiritually, we have been studying together a discipleship course
called “Growing Deep and Strong”. The modules that we have
completed include Kingdom of Darkness, Kingdom of Light, Why Jesus
Came, Holy Spirit & we’re currently studying the Existence of angels.
Carlton has found it challenging to move from the FOM House to his
own House/Apartment. However, the discipline and life skills that
Carlton learned while living in the FOM house (such as in the area of
personal prayer and Bible study) set a standard he is endeavouring
to emulate and maintain moving forward.
Just recently, however, we have started going to the healing rooms at
Nathan, and Carlton has found this approach very effective at
unlocking transformation in the Holy Spirit which he earnestly desires.
As we have journeyed together, we have become good friends.
Carlton has helped Peter navigate his way through terminal
Eeritoneal mesothelioma (cancer caused by asbestos exposure)
elping Peter keep focussed on receiving a promise of healing

' from God. “And do not stop encouraging one another & even more as

you see the day approaching” (Heb 10:25) (5)



é Aidan & Andliese; Tom &
Michelle; Craig & Heidi,
Daniel & Bonnie’s
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“For 1 know the thoughts that 1 think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, (; “

7 give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and 1 will fisten to
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